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THE THREE HAFTAROT OF REBUKE, ADMONITION
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SOURCE 1: THE FIRST HAFTARAH

Jeremiah 1:14-16
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(14) And the LORD said to me: From the north shall disaster break loose Upon all
the inhabitants of the land! (15) For | am summoning all the peoples Of the king-
doms of the north —declares the LORD. They shall come, and shall each set up a
throne Before the gates of Jerusalem, Against its walls roundabout, And against
all the towns of Judah. (16) And | will argue My case against them For all their
wickedness: They have forsaken Me And sacrificed to other gods And worshiped
the works of their hands.
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SOURCE 2: THE SECOND HAFTARAH

Jeremiah 2:13-20
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(13) For My people have done a twofold wrong: They have forsaken Me, the
Fount of living waters, And hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, Which can-
not even hold water.... (17) See, that is the price you have paid For forsaking the
LORD your God While He led you in the way. (18) What, then, is the good of your
going to Egypt To drink the waters of the Nile? And what is the good of your go-
ing to Assyria To drink the waters of the Euphrates? (19) Let your misfortune re-
prove you, Let your afflictions rebuke you; Mark well how bad and bitter it is That
you forsake the LORD your God, That awe for Me is not in you —declares the
Lord GOD of Hosts. (20) For long ago you broke your yoke, Tore off your yoke-
bands, And said, “I will not work!” On every high hill and under every verdant
tree, You recline as a whore.
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SOURCE 3: THE THIRD HAFTARAH: PART A

Isaiah 1:2-9
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(2) Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, For the LORD has spoken: “I reared
children and brought them up— And they have rebelled against Me! (3) An ox
knows its owner, An ass its master’s crib: Israel does not know, My people takes
no thought.” (4) Ah, sinful nation! People laden with iniquity! Brood of evildo-
ers! Depraved children! They have forsaken the LORD, Spurned the Holy One of
Israel, Turned their backs [on Him]. (5) Why do you seek further beatings, That
you continue to offend? Every head is ailing, And every heart is sick. (6) From
head to foot No spot is sound: All bruises, and welts, And festering sores— Not
pressed out, not bound up, Not softened with oil.
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SOURCE 3: THE THIRD HAFTARAH: PART A - CONTINUED

Isaiah 1:2-9
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(7) Your land is a waste, Your cities burnt down; Before your eyes, the yield of
your soil Is consumed by strangers— A wasteland as overthrown by strangers!
(8) Fair Zion is left Like a booth in a vineyard, Like a hut in a cucumber field, Like a
city beleaguered. (9) Had not the LORD of Hosts Left us some survivors, We
should be like Sodom, Another Gomorrah.
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PART B

Isaiah 2:10-20
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(10) Go deep into the rock, Bury yourselves in the ground, Before the terror of
the LORD And His dread majesty! (11) Man’s haughty look shall be brought low,
And the pride of mortals shall be humbled. None but the LORD shall be Exalted in
that day. (12) For the LORD of Hosts has ready a day Against all that is proud and
arrogant, Against all that is lofty—so that it is brought low: (13) Against all the
cedars of Lebanon, Tall and stately, And all the oaks of Bashan; (14) Against all the
high mountains And all the lofty hills; (15) Against every soaring tower And every
mighty wall; (16) Against all the ships of Tarshish And all the gallant barks. (17)
Then man’s haughtiness shall be humbled And the pride of man brought low.
None but the LORD shall be Exalted in that day. (18) As for idols, they shall van-
ish completely. (19) And men shall enter caverns in the rock And hollows in the
ground— Before the terror of the LORD And His dread majesty, When He comes
forth to overawe the earth. (20) On that day, men shall fling away, To the flying
foxes and the bats, The idols of silver And the idols of gold Which they made for
worshiping.
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PART C

Isaiah 1:21-27
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(21) Alas, she has become a harlot, The faithful city That was filled with justice,
Where righteousness dwelt— But now murderers. (22) Your silver has turned to
dross; Your wine is cut with water. (23) Your rulers are rogues And cronies of
thieves, Every one avid for presents And greedy for gifts; They do not judge the
case of the orphan, And the widow’s cause never reaches them. (24) Assuredly,
this is the declaration Of the Sovereign, the LORD of Hosts, The Mighty One of
Israel: “Ah, | will get satisfaction from My foes; | will wreak vengeance on My
enemies! (25) | will turn My hand against you, And smelt out your dross as with
lye, And remove all your slag:
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PART C—CONTINUED

Isaiah 1:21-27
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(26) | will restore your magistrates as of old, And your counselors as of yore.
After that you shall be called City of Righteousness, Faithful City.” (27) Zion shall
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be saved in the judgment; Her repentant ones, in the retribution. T2
SOURCE 4: LAMENTATIONS Na'N
Lamentations 1:5-8 N-NINNIN

(5) Her enemies are now the masters, Her foes are at ease, Because the LORD
has afflicted her For her many transgressions; Her infants have gone into captiv-
ity Before the enemy... (8) Jerusalem has greatly sinned, Therefore she is become
a mockery. All who admired her despise her, For they have seen her disgraced;
And she can only sigh And shrink back.
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Lamentations 2:2-3
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(2) The Lord has laid waste without pity All the habitations of Jacob; He has razed
in His anger Fair Judah’s strongholds. He has brought low in dishonor The king-
dom and its leaders. (3) In blazing anger He has cut down All the might of Israel;
He has withdrawn His right hand In the presence of the foe; He has ravaged Ja-
cob like flaming fire, Consuming on all sides.
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Lamentations 5:21-22
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(21) Take us back, O LORD, to Yourself, And let us come back; Renew our days as
of old! (22) For truly, You have rejected us, Bitterly raged against us. [Take us
back, O LORD, to Yourself, And let us come back; Renew our days as of old!]
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SOURCE 5

From 'The Complete Abudarham

...And it states in a midrash, for the purposes of clarification, that
they (Rabbis) established to begin the Haftarot of Consolation with
'Comfort, oh comfort My people (Isaiah 40:1), which is to say that
the Holy One Blessed be He told the prophets to comfort. comfort
my people. To wit, the congregation of Israel responded, 'And Zion
says Hashem has abandoned me.' (Isaiah 49:14)

Which says, | (the people) am not reconciled by the comfort of the
prophets...

And in the places where the Haftarah recited is 'Unhappy, storm
tossed one, uncomforted.' ((Isaiah 54:11)...the prophets then re-
spond and say before Holy One Blessed be He' 'The congregation
of Israel is not reconciled with our comforts.'

To this HKBH replies, 'l, | am He who comforts you!.' (Isaiah 51:12),
and He continues, 'Shout, O barren one, You who bore no

child.' (Isaiah 54;1) and He says, 'Arise, shine, for your light has
dawned..." ((Isaiah 60:1)

To this, the congregation of Israel responds, 'l greatly rejoice in the
LORD..." (Isaiah 61:10) which means, no | have | have something to
rejoice and be happy...

(Sourced from 'Lamentations in Seasonal Context' by Dr. Elsie R.
Stern, thetorah.com)
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SOURCE 6

THE SEVEN HAFTAROT OF CONSOLATION
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1)isaiah 40:1
Comfort, oh comfort My people, Says your God.

2) Isaiah 49:14
Zion says, “The LORD has forsaken me, My Lord has forgotten

”

me.

3) Isaiah 54:11
Unhappy, storm-tossed one, uncomforted! | will lay carbuncles
as your building stones And make your foundations of sap-
phires.

4)Isaiah 51:12
I, 1 am He who comforts you! What ails you that you fear Man
who must die, Mortals who fare like grass?
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Shout, O barren one, You who bore no child! Shout aloud for
joy, You who did not travail! For the children of the wife forlorn
Shall outnumber those of the espoused —said the LORD.

6)Isaiah 60:1
Arise, shine, for your light has dawned; The Presence of the
LORD has shone upon youl!

7)Isaiah 61:10
| greatly rejoice in the LORD, My whole being exults in my God.
For He has clothed me with garments of triumph, Wrapped me
in a robe of victory, Like a bridegroom adorned with a turban,
Like a bride bedecked with her finery. who must die, Mortals
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SOURCE 7
Kad HaKemach, Rosh HaShanah 2:3

And also in this mitzvah is an allusion to His blessed Kingship, for
on this day (Rosh HaShanah) the world was created and He was
King, since there is no King with out a people, and it is the way of
the earthly Kings to blow the Shofar at the beginning of their
reign...as it states in | Kings 1:34,"...and you shall blow the Shofar,
and the whole nation will say, Long live King Solomon!'
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SOURCE 8

Machzor Rosh Hashanah Ashkenaz Linear, The Morning Prayers,
First Day of Rosh Hashana, The King

The King

Who sits on a throne [that is] exalted and uplifted.

He Who dwells in eternity, exalted and holy is His Name.
And it is written:

“Joyfully exult in God, [you] righteous ones, for the upright, praise
is fitting. Through the mouth of the upright,

You are exalted, and with the words of the righteous
You are blessed;

and by the tongue of the pious,

You are sanctified;

and in the midst of the holy,

You are extolled.
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