Charity Stories

Babylonian Talmud Ketubot 67b

(1) It was related about Hillel the Elder that he bought for a certain poor man
who was of a good family a horse to ride upon and a slave to run before him.
On one occasion he could not find a slave to run before him, so he himself
ran before him for three miles.

(2) Our Rabbis taught: It once happened that the people of Upper Galilee
bought for a poor member of a good family of Sepphoris a pound of meat
every day

(3) A certain man once applied to Rab Nehemiah [for maintenance]. 'What do
your meals consist of', [the Rabbi] asked him. 'Of fat meat and old wine', the
other replied — '"Will you consent [the Rabbi asked him] to live with me on
lentils?' [The other consented,] lived with him on lentils and died. 'Alas’, he
said, 'for this man whom Nehemiah has killed.'

Au contraire! It should say alas for Nehemiah who killed this man. It was he
who should not have spoiled himself so much.

(4) A man once applied to Raba [for maintenance].
'What do your meals consist of?' he asked him.
'Of fat chicken and old wine', the other replied.

'Did you not consider’, [the Rabbi] asked him, 'the burden of the
community?'

'Do I', the other replied, 'eat of theirs?

| eat [the food] of the All-Merciful; for we learned: The eyes of all wait for
Thee, and Thou givest them their food in due season, this, since it is not said,
'in their season' but 'in his season’, teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He,
provides for every individual his food in accordance with his own habits'.

Meanwhile there arrived Raba's sister, who had not seen him for thirteen
years, and brought him a fat chicken and old wine.

'What a remarkable incident!" [Raba] exclaimed; [and then] he said to him, 'l
have been answered from you, come and eat'.
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...[Passage that discusses responsibilities towards those with means who
won'’t care for themselves; story 5]

(6) Mar 'Ukba had a poor man in his neighborhood to whom he regularly sent
four hundred zuz on the Eve of every Day of Atonement. On one occasion, he
sent them through his son who came back and said to him, 'He does not need
[your help]'. 'What have you seen?' [his father] asked. 'l saw [the son replied]
that they were spraying old wine before him'. 'Is he so delicate?' [the father]
said, and, doubling the amount, he sent it back to him.

When he was about to die [Mar Ugba] requested, 'Bring me my charity
accounts'. Finding that seven thousand of Sijan [gold] denarii were entered
therein he exclaimed, 'The provisions are scanty and the road is long', and he
forthwith distributed half of his wealth.

But how could he do such a thing?

Has not R. Elai stated: It was ordained at Usha that if a man wishes to spend
liberally he should not spend more than a fifth? — This applies only during a
man's lifetime, since he might thereby be impoverished but after death this
does not matter.
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