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The Torah of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“I Have a Dream,” The March on Washington, August 28, 1963*

We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York
believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be satisfied
until “justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream.” (Amos 2:24)

..I have a dream today!

[ have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made
low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; and the

glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.

This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with.

Isaiah 40:1-5

! Comfort, oh comfort My people, says your God. % Speak to the heart of Jerusalem, and declare to
her that her term of service is over, that her sin is forgiven; For she has received at the hand of the
Lord double for all her sins. * A voice rings out: "Clear in the desert a road for the Lord! Forge in the
wilderness a path for our God! * Let every valley be raised, every hill and mountain made low. Let
the crooked places become straight, and the rough places made plain. ®> The Glory of the Lord shall
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together — For the Lord Himself has spoken."
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“I've Been to the Mountaintop,” Mason Temple, Memphis, Tennessee, April 3, 1968

Well, I don't know what will happen now. We've got some difficult days ahead. But it really doesn't
matter with me now, because I've been to the mountaintop.

And I don't mind.

Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I'm not concerned about
that now. I just want to do God's will. And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And ['ve
looked over. And I've seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know
tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the promised land!

And so I'm happy, tonight. I'm not worried about anything. I'm not fearing any man! Mine eyes have
seen the glory of the coming of the Lord!!

Deuteronomy 3:23-28, Parshat Ve’etchanan

231 pleaded with the Lord at that time, saying, ** "0 Lord God, You who let Your servant see the first

works of Your greatness and Your mighty hand, You whose powerful deeds no god in heaven or on
earth can equal!®®

that good mountain, and the Lebanon." ?° But the Lord was wrathful with me on your account and

Let me, [ pray, cross over and see the good land on the other side of the Jordan,

would not listen to me. The Lord said to me, "Enough out of you! Never speak to Me of this matter

1

again!

%7 Go up to the summit of Pisgah and gaze about, to the west, the north, the south, and the east.
Look at it well, but you shall not go across yonder Jordan. ?® Give Joshua his instructions, and imbue
him with strength and courage, for he shall go across at the head of this people, and he shall allot to
them the land that you may only see.”
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*August 28, 1963 - 8th of Elul, 5723, Parshat Ki Teitzei
Seven Haftarot of Comfort: Ve etchanan, Eikev, Re’eh, Shoftim, Ki Teitzei, Ki Tavo, Nitzavim-VaYeilech



