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MISHNAH: A donkey may not go out [on the Sabbath] with a saddle if it is not tied on [to it]. . . .
Neither may a cow go out . . . with a band between its horns. R. Eleazar’s cow used to go out [on the
Sabbath] with a band between its horns, [but] not with the consent of the rabbis.

GEMARA: R. ELEAZAR B.'AZARIAH'S COW USED TO GO OUT [on the Sabbath] WITH A
BAND BETWEEN ITS HORNS, [BUT] NOT WITH THE CONSENT OF THE RABBIS.

Did he have [but] one cow? Surely Rab—others state, Rab Judah in Rab's name — said: The tithe of R.
Eleazar b. 'Azariah's flocks amounted to thirteen thousand calves annually?

It was taught: This was not his, but a female neighbor of his; yet since he did not protest thereat, it was
designated his.

Rab and R. Hanina, R. Johanan and R. Habiba taught [the following] (In the whole of the Order Mo'ed,
whenever this pair occur, substitute R. Jonathan for R. Johanan) Whoever can protest to his household
[for a sin they committed] but does not, is punished for [the sins of] his household; [if he can protest to]
his fellow citizens [but does not], he is punished for [the sins of] his fellow citizens; if the whole world,
he is punished for [the sins of] the whole world. R. Papa observed, And the members of the Resh
Galutha's [household] are punished for the [the sins of the] whole world.
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Even as R. Hanina said, Why is it written, The Lord will enter into judgement with the elders of his
people, and the princes thereof: if the princes sinned, how did the elders sin? But say, [He will bring
punishment] upon the elders because they do not protest to the princes.

Rab Judah was sitting before Samuel. [when] a woman came and cried out before him, but he ignored
her. Said he to him, Does not the Master agree [that] 'whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he
also shall cry, but shall not be heard'? 'O keen scholar!' he replied. "Your superior [will be punished]
with cold [water]. but your superior's superior [will be punished] with hot. Surely Mar 'Ukba, the
Ab-Beth din is sitting!" For it is written, O house of David, thus saith the Lord. Execute judgement in the
morning, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go forth like fire, and
burn that none can quench it, because of the evil of your doing, etc.

R. Zera said to R. Simeon, Let the Master rebuke the members of the Resh Galutha's suite. They will not
accept it from me, was his reply. Though they will not accept it, returned he, yet you should rebuke
them. For R. Aha b. R. Hanina said: Never did a favorable word go forth from the mouth of the Holy
One, blessed be He, of which He retracted for evil, save the following, where it is written, And the Lord
said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark [taw]
upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst
thereof, etc. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to Gabriel, Go and set a faw of ink upon the foreheads of
the righteous, that the destroying angels may have no power over them; and a faw of blood upon the
foreheads of the wicked, that the destroying angels may have power over them.

Said the Attribute of Justice before the Holy One, blessed be He, 'Sovereign of the Universe! Wherein
are these different from those?'

'"Those are completely righteous men, while these are completely wicked,' replied He.
'Sovereign of the Universe!' it continued, 'they had the power to protest but did not."'

It was fully known to Me that had they protested they would not have heeded them.'
'Sovereign of the Universe!' said he, 'If it was revealed to Thee, was it revealed to them?'

Hence it is written, [Slay utterly] the old man, the young and the maiden, and little children and women;
but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my Sanctuary [mikdashi]. Then they
began at the elders which were before the house. R. Joseph recited: Read not mikdashi but
mekuddashay [my sanctified ones]: this refers to the people who fulfilled the Torah from alef'to taw.
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Rashi: For the sins of the entire world — of the people Israel. For instance, a king oe nasi [prince] who
could have protested [the sins of the people but did not]. For they would have been afraid of him and
upheld his words.
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Tosafot: Though they will not accept it, yet you should rebuke them — that is, if there is a chance they
will accept it. If not, don’t protest; better they sin unintentionally rather than intentionally.



