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I. The Torah’s Core Scene of Political Violence 
Background to this story: Twelve sons and one daughter were born to Ya‘akov and his two 
wives, Leah and Rachel, and their concubines, Zilpah and Bilhah, during the 20 years that they 
lived in the home of Leah and Rachel’s conniving father, Lavan. Now, they’ve fled back to the 
land of Cana‘an. The eldest four sons, all Leah’s, are Reuven, Shim‘on, Levi, and Yehuda, their 
younger full brothers are Yissachar and Zevulun, and their younger full sister is Dinah. 
1. Bereishit (Genesis), Chapter 34 

1 Now Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne 
to Ya'akov, went out to see the girls of the land. 2 
Shekhem son of Hamor the Hivite, chief of the land, saw 
her, and took her and laid her, raped her. 3 Being strongly 
drawn to Dinah daughter of Ya'akov, and in love with the 
maiden, he spoke to the maiden tenderly. 4 So Shekhem 
said to his father Hamor, “Get me this girl as a wife.” 5 
Ya'akov heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah; but 
since his sons were in the field with his cattle, Ya'akov 
kept silent until they came. 6 Then Shekhem’s father 
Hamor came out to Ya'akov to speak to him. 7 Meanwhile 
Ya'akov’s sons came in from the field when they heard, 
and the men were distressed and very angry, because he 
had committed an outrage in Israel by lying with Ya'akov’s 
daughter—a thing not to be done. 8 And Hamor spoke 
with them, saying, “My son Shekhem longs for your 
daughter. Please give her to him in marriage. 9 Intermarry 
with us: give your daughters to us, and take our 
daughters for yourselves: 10 You will dwell among us, and 
the land will be open before you; settle, move about, and 
acquire holdings in it.” 11 Then Shekhem said to her 
father and brothers, “Do me this favor, and I will pay 
whatever you tell me. 12 Ask of me a bride-price ever so 
high, as well as gifts, and I will pay what you tell me; only 
give me the maiden for a wife.” 13 Ya'akov’s sons 
answered Shekhem and his father Hamor, speaking 
deceitfully, because he had defiled their sister Dinah, 14 
and said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our 
sister to a man who is uncircumcised, for that is a 
disgrace among us. 15 Only on this condition will we 

 א ַוֵּתֵצ֤א ִדיָנה֙ ַּבת־ֵלָא֔ה ֲאֶׁש֥ר ָיְלָד֖ה
 ְלַיֲעקֹ֑ב ִלְראֹ֖ות ִּבְבנֹ֥ות ָהָֽאֶרץ׃  ב וַּיְַ֨רא

ִחּוִ֖י ְנִׂש֣יא ָהָאֶ֑רץ  אָֹתּ֜ה ְׁשֶכ֧ם ֶּבן־ֲחמֹ֛ור הַֽ
 וִַּיַּק֥ח אָֹתּ֛ה וִַּיְׁשַּכ֥ב אָֹתּ֖ה וְַיַעּנֶָֽה׃  ג

ת־ַיֲעקֹ֑ב וַּיֱֶֽאַהב֙  ַוִּתְדַּב֣ק ַנְפׁשֹ֔ו ְּבִדיָנ֖ה ּבַֽ
׃  ד ַּנֲערָֽ ַּנֲעָר֔ וְַיַדֵּב֖ר ַעל־ֵל֥ב הַֽ  ֶאת־הַֽ
 וַּיֹ֣אֶמר ְׁשֶכ֔ם ֶאל־ֲחמֹ֥ור ָאִב֖יו ֵלאמֹ֑ר

ה׃  ה ח־ִל֛י ֶאת־ַהַּיְלָּד֥ה ַהּזֹ֖את ְלִאּׁשָֽ  קַֽ
 וְַיֲעקֹ֣ב ָׁשַמ֗ע ִּכ֤י ִטֵּמא֙ ֶאת־ִּדיָנ֣ה ִבּתֹ֔ו
 ּוָבָנ֛יו ָהיּ֥ו ֶאת־ִמְקֵנ֖הּו ַּבָּׂשֶד֑ה ְוֶהֱחִרׁ֥ש

 ַיֲעקֹ֖ב ַעד־ּבָֹֽאם׃  ו וֵַּיֵצ֛א ֲחמֹ֥ור
ל־ַיֲעקֹ֑ב ְלַדֵּב֖ר ִאּֽתֹו׃  ז ּוְבֵנ֨י י־ְׁשֶכ֖ם אֶֽ  ֲאבִֽ

 ַיֲעקֹ֜ב ָּב֤אּו ִמן־ַהָּׂשֶדה֙ ְּכָׁשְמָע֔ם
ֲאָנִׁש֔ים וַּיִַ֥חר ָלֶה֖ם ְמאֹ֑ד  וַּיְִֽתַעְּצבּו֙ הָֽ

י־ְנָבָל֞ה ָעָׂש֣ה ְבִיְׂשָרֵא֗ל ִלְׁשַּכב֙  ּכִֽ
ה׃  ח וְַיַדֵּב֥ר ת־ַיֲעקֹ֔ב ְוֵכ֖ן לֹ֥א ֵיָעׂשֶֽ  ֶאת־ּבַֽ
ְׁשָק֤ה  ֲחמֹ֖ור ִאָּת֣ם ֵלאמֹ֑ר ְׁשֶכ֣ם ְּבִנ֗י חָֽ

ה׃  ַנְפׁשֹו֙ ְּבִבְּתֶכ֔ם ְּתנּ֨ו ָנ֥א אָֹתּ֛ה לֹ֖ו ְלִאּׁשָֽ
ְתַחְּתנּ֖ו אָֹת֑נּו ְּבנֵֹֽתיֶכם֙ ִּתְּתנּו־ָל֔נּו  ט ְוהִֽ

 ְוֶאת־ְּבנֵֹת֖ינּו ִּתְקחּ֥ו ָלכֶֽם׃  י ְוִאָּת֖נּו
 ֵּתֵׁש֑בּו ְוָהָאֶ֙רץ֙ ִּתְהיֶ֣ה ִלְפֵניֶכ֔ם ְׁשבּו֙

ּה׃  יא וַּיֹ֤אֶמר ְׁשֶכם֙ ָאֲחזּ֖ו ּבָֽ  ּוְסָחרּ֔וָה ְוהֵֽ
 ֶאל־ָאִב֣יה ְוֶאל־ַאֶח֔יָה ֶאְמָצא־ֵח֖ן

ן׃  יב  ְּבֵעיֵניֶכ֑ם ַוֲאֶׁש֥ר ּתֹאְמרּ֛ו ֵאַל֖י ֶאּתֵֽ
 ַהְרּבּ֨ו ָעַל֤י ְמאֹד֙ מַֹ֣הר ּוַמָּת֔ן ְוֶאְּ֨תָנ֔ה

ַּנֲעָר֖  ַּכֲאֶׁש֥ר ּתֹאְמרּ֖ו ֵאָל֑י ּוְתנּו־ִל֥י ֶאת־הַֽ
ה׃  יג וַַּיֲענּ֨ו ְבנֵֽי־ַיֲעקֹ֜ב ֶאת־ְׁשֶכ֨ם  ְלִאּׁשָֽ

 ְוֶאת־ֲחמֹ֥ור ָאִב֛יו ְּבִמְרָמ֖ה וְַיַדֵּב֑רּו ֲאֶׁש֣ר
ם׃  יד וַּיֹאְמרּ֣ו  ִטֵּמ֔א ֵא֖ת ִּדיָנ֥ה ֲאחֹתָֽ

 ֲאֵליֶה֗ם לֹ֤א נּוַכל֙ ַלֲעׂשֹות֙ ַהָּדָב֣ר ַהֶּז֔ה
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agree with you; that you will become like us in that every 
male among you is circumcised. 16 Then we will give our 
daughters to you and take your daughters to ourselves; 
and we will dwell among you and become as one kindred. 
17 But if you will not listen to us and become circumcised, 
we will take our girl and go.” 18 Their words pleased 
Hamor and Hamor’s son Shekhem. 19 And the youth lost 
no time in doing the thing, for he wanted Ya'akov’s 
daughter. Now he was the most respected in his father’s 
house. 20 So Hamor and his son Shekhem went to the 
public place of their town and spoke to their fellow 
townsmen, saying, 21 “These people are our friends; let 
them settle in the land and move about in it, for the land 
is large enough for them; we will take their daughters to 
ourselves as wives and give our daughters to them. 22 
But only on this condition will the men agree with us to 
dwell among us and be as one kindred: that all our males 
become circumcised as they are circumcised. 23 Their 
cattle and substance and all their beasts will be ours, if 
we only agree to their terms, so that they will settle 
among us.” 24 All who went out of the gate of his town 
heeded Hamor and his son Shekhem, and all males, all 
those who went out of the gate of his town, were 
circumcised. 25 On the third day, when they were in pain, 
Shim‘on and Levi, two of Ya'akov’s sons, brothers of 
Dinah, took each one his sword, came upon the city 
powerfully and killed all the males. 26 They killed Hamor 
and his son Shekhem by sword, took Dinah out of 
Shekhem’s house, and left. 27 The sons of Ya'akov came 
upon the corpses and plundered the town, which had 
defiled their sister. 28 They seized their flocks and herds 
and asses, all that was inside the town and outside; 29 all 
their wealth, all their children, and their wives, all that 
was in the houses, they took as captives and booty. 30 
Ya'akov said to Shimon and Levi, “You have ruined me, 
making me odious among the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites; I am but few in number, so 
that if they unite against me and attack me, I and my 
house will be destroyed.” 31 But they answered, “Should 
our sister be treated like a whore?” 

 ָלֵתת֙ ֶאת־ֲאחֵֹת֔נּו ְלִא֖יׁש ֲאֶׁשר־לֹ֣ו ָעְרָל֑ה
נּו׃  טו ַאְך־ְּבזֹ֖את ֵנאֹ֣ות י־ֶחְרָּפ֥ה ִה֖וא לָֽ  ּכִֽ

 ָלֶכ֑ם ִא֚ם ִּתְהיּ֣ו ָכמֹ֔נּו ְלִהּמֹ֥ל ָלֶכ֖ם
 ָּכל־ָזכָֽר׃  טז וְָנַתּ֤נּו ֶאת־ְּבנֵֹת֙ינּו֙ ָלֶכ֔ם

ח־ָל֑נּו וְָיַׁשְ֣בנּו ִאְּתֶכ֔ם  ְוֶאת־ְּבנֵֹתיֶכ֖ם נִּֽקַֽ
ד׃  יז ְוִאם־לֹ֧א ִתְׁשְמעּ֛ו  ְוָהיִ֖ינּו ְלַע֥ם ֶאחָֽ

 ֵאֵל֖ינּו ְלִהּמֹ֑ול ְוָלַקְ֥חנּו ֶאת־ִּבֵּת֖נּו
ְכנּו׃  יח וַּיִֽיְטבּ֥ו ִדְבֵריֶה֖ם ְּבֵעיֵנ֣י  ְוָהלָֽ
 ֲחמֹ֑ור ּוְבֵעיֵנ֖י ְׁשֶכ֥ם ֶּבן־ֲחֽמֹור׃  יט

 ְולֹֽא־ֵאַח֤ר ַהּנַַ֙ער֙ ַלֲעׂשֹ֣ות ַהָּדָב֔ר ִּכ֥י ָחֵפ֖ץ
יו׃ ת־ַיֲעקֹ֑ב ְוהּ֣וא ִנְכָּב֔ד ִמּכֹ֖ל ֵּב֥ית ָאבִֽ  ְּבבַֽ
 כ וַָּיבֹ֥א ֲחמֹ֛ור ּוְׁשֶכ֥ם ְּבנֹ֖ו ֶאל־ַׁשַ֣ער ִעיָר֑ם

ר׃  כא  וְַֽיַדְּברּ֛ו ֶאל־ַאְנֵׁש֥י ִעיָר֖ם ֵלאמֹֽ
ֵלִמ֧ים ֵה֣ם ִאָּת֗נּו  ָהֲאָנִׁש֨ים ָהֵאֶּ֜לה ׁשְֽ

 וְֵיְׁשבּ֤ו ָבָאֶ֙רץ֙ וְִיְסֲחרּ֣ו אָֹתּ֔ה ְוָהָאֶ֛רץ ִהֵּנ֥ה
ֲחַבת־ָיַדִ֖ים ִלְפֵניֶה֑ם ֶאת־ְּבנָֹתם֙  רַֽ
ח־ָל֣נּו ְלָנִׁש֔ים ְוֶאת־ְּבנֵֹת֖ינּו ִנֵּת֥ן  ִנּקַֽ

ם׃  כב ַאְך־ְּב֠זֹאת ֵיאֹ֨תּו ָל֤נּו ָהֲאָנִׁשים֙  ָלהֶֽ
 ָלֶׁשֶ֣בת ִאָּת֔נּו ִלְהיֹ֖ות ְלַע֣ם ֶאָח֑ד ְּבִהּמֹ֥ול

 ָל֙נּו֙ ָּכל־ָזָכ֔ר ַּכֲאֶׁש֖ר ֵה֥ם ִנּמֹלִֽים׃  כג
 ִמְקֵנֶה֤ם ְוִקְנָיָנם֙ ְוָכל־ְּבֶהְמָּת֔ם ֲהלֹ֥וא ָל֖נּו

נּו׃  כד  ֵה֑ם ַאְ֚ך ֵנאֹ֣וָתה ָלֶה֔ם וְֵיְׁשבּ֖ו ִאּתָֽ
 וִַּיְׁשְמעּ֤ו ֶאל־ֲחמֹור֙ ְוֶאל־ְׁשֶכ֣ם ְּבנֹ֔ו

 ָּכל־יְֹצֵא֖י ַׁשַ֣ער ִעירֹ֑ו וִַּיּמֹ֙לּו֙ ָּכל־ָזָכ֔ר
 ָּכל־יְֹצֵא֖י ַׁשַ֥ער ִעיֽרֹו׃  כה וְַיִהי֩ ַבּיֹ֨ום
ֲאִב֗ים וִַּיְקחּ֣ו ְהיֹוָת֣ם ּכֹֽ  ַהְּׁשִליִׁש֜י ּבִֽ

 ְׁשנֵֽי־ְבֵני־יֲַ֠עקֹב ִׁשְמעֹ֨ון ְוֵלוִ֜י ֲאֵח֤י ִדיָנה֙
 ִא֣יׁש ַחְרּבֹ֔ו וַָּיבֹ֥אּו ַעל־ָהִע֖יר ֶּבַ֑טח
 וַּיַַֽהְרגּ֖ו ָּכל־ָזכָֽר׃  כו ְוֶאת־ֲחמֹור֙

 ְוֶאת־ְׁשֶכ֣ם ְּבנֹ֔ו ָהְרגּ֖ו ְלִפי־ָחֶ֑רב וִַּיְקחּ֧ו
 ֶאת־ִּדיָנ֛ה ִמֵּב֥ית ְׁשֶכ֖ם וֵַּיצֵֽאּו׃  כז ְּבֵנ֣י
 ַיֲעקֹ֗ב ָּב֚אּו ַעל־ַהֲ֣חָלִל֔ים וַָּיבֹּ֖זּו ָהִע֑יר
ם׃  כח ֶאת־צֹאָנ֥ם  ֲאֶׁש֥ר ִטְּמאּ֖ו ֲאחֹותָֽ

 ְוֶאת־ְּבָקָר֖ם ְוֶאת־ֲחמֵֹריֶּה֑ם ְוֵא֧ת
חּו׃  ֲאֶׁשר־ָּבִע֛יר ְוֶאת־ֲאֶׁש֥ר ַּבָּׂשֶד֖ה ָלקָֽ

 כט ְוֶאת־ָּכל־ֵחיָל֤ם ְוֶאת־ָּכל־ַטָּפם֙
 ְוֶאת־ְנֵׁשיֶה֔ם ָׁשבּ֖ו וַָּיבֹּ֑זּו ְוֵא֖ת ָּכל־ֲאֶׁש֥ר

ִית׃  ל וַּיֹ֨אֶמר ַיֲעקֹ֜ב ֶאל־ִׁשְמעֹ֣ון  ַּבּבָֽ
 ְוֶאל־ֵלוִי֮ ֲעַכְרֶּת֣ם אִֹתי֒ ְלַהְבִאיֵׁשִ֙ני֙ ְּביֵֹׁש֣ב
ְּכַנֲענִ֖י ּוַבְּפִרִּז֑י ַוֲאִני֙ ְמֵת֣י ִמְסָּפ֔ר  ָהָאֶ֔רץ ּבַֽ

 וְֶנֶאְספּ֤ו ָעַלי֙ ְוִהּכּ֔וִני וְִנְׁשַמְדִּת֖י ֲאנִ֥י
י׃  לא וַּיֹאְמרּ֑ו ַהְכזֹוָנ֕ה ַיֲעֶׂש֖ה  ּוֵביתִֽ

נּו׃  ֶאת־ֲאחֹותֵֽ
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What does this text think about Shim‘on and Levi’s actions? What about Ya‘akov’s actions? The 
other brothers’ actions? 
What do you think? 
 
 
II. What is the Human Duty for Criminal Justice? 
2. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 56a 

Our Sages taught: Seven mitzvot were commanded to the 
descendants of Noah: 
1) Civil laws; 2) “Blessing” The Name; 3) Idolatry; 4) Incest; 5) 
Bloodshed; 6) Robbery/kidnapping; 7) and a limb from a 
living animal. 

 ְּתנּו ַרָּבָנן: ֶׁשַבע ִמְצוֹות נצטוו ְּבֵני
  נֹח:

 1) ִדיִנין, 2) ּוִבְרַּכת ַהֵּׁשם, 3)
 ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה, 4) ִּגּלּוי ֲעָריֹות, 5)

 ּוְׁשִפיכּות ָּדִמים, 6) וְֶגֶזל, 7) ְוֵאֶבר
 ִמן ַהַחי.

Noah lived 10 generations after Adam & Eve and 10 generations before Avraham & Sarah. God 
destroyed the whole world in Noah’s day, except for his family and a remnant of all animals. If 
laws are commanded to “descendants of Noah”, that means to all civilization, not just to Jews. 
 

What is the Requirement for “Civil Laws”/Dinin? 
Before you read the Rambam and Ran, take a moment to verbalize your own interpretation, 
guess, or hunch as to what it means for all humans to be obligated in “Civil Laws”.  
3. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Melakhim 9:14 
(Rav Moshe ben Maimon, aka Maimonides, 1135-1204, Spain, Egypt) 

And in what way are people commanded with regard to civil law? 
They are obligated to seat judges and magistrates in each and 
every municipality, to adjudicate those six mitzvot, and to warn 
the people. And a descendant of Noah who violates one of these 
seven mitzvot must be killed by the sword, and for this reason, 
all the people of Shekhem were liable for the death penalty, for 
after all, Shekhem kidnapped, and they saw it, knew about it, and 
did not prosecute him. 

 ְוֵכיַצד ְמֻצּוִין ֵהן ַעל ַהִּדיִנין,
 ַחָּיִבים ְלהֹוִׁשיב ַּדָּיִנים

 ְוׁשֹוְפִטים ְּבָכל פלך ופלך ָלדּון
 ְּבֵׁשׁש ִמְצוֹות ֵאּלּו, ּוְלַהְזִהיר
 ֶאת ָהָעם, ּוֵבן ָנח ֶׁשָעַבר ַעל

 ַאַחת ִמֶּׁשַבע ִמְצוֹות ֵאּלּו ֵיָהֵרג
 ַּבַּסִיף, ּוִמְּפֵני ֶזה ִנְתַחְּיבּו ָּכל

 ַּבֲעֵלי ֶׁשֶכם ֲהִריָגה, ֶׁשָהֵרי
 ֶׁשֶכם ָּגַזל ְוֵהם ָראּו וְָיְדעּו ְולֹא

  דנוהו.

 
4. Ra”N, Commentary to Talmud, Sanhedrin 56b 
(Rabbeinu Nissim of Gerona, Spain, 1320-76) 

...And so, the Rambam, z”l, wrote that “for this reason, all the 
people of Shekhem were liable for the death penalty”, since 
they didn’t prosecute Shekhem for capital punishment. But 
some challenged him: Obviously, any descendant of Noah who 
corrupted judgment and violated “Do not do perversion in 
judgment” (VaYikra 19:15), would of course have to be 
executed. But the citizens who were sitting and keeping to 

 וכן כתב הרמב"ם ז"ל שעל ידי
 זה נתחייבו בני שכם מית'

 מפני שלא עשו דין בשכם שלא
 דנוהו למיתה. והקשו עליו

 דוודאי בן נח שהטה את הדין
 ועבר על לא תעשו עול

 במשפט ודאי נהרג אבל בני
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themselves, and did not establish judges in each and every city 
and jurisdiction, are not liable for the death penalty, to actually 
be physically executed; that’s just an additional positive 
commandment. 

Moreover, [the Rambam’s statement] is difficult to me, 
because in Shekhem’s place, it’s possible that there were 
judges, but since Shekhem, son of Hamor, lorded over them, 
they couldn’t prosecute him, just as we have seen with several 
kings of Israel who did evil in the eyes of Hashem, but the 
Israelites did not execute them. 

 העיר שישבו להן ולא הושיבו
 דיינין בכל עיר ועיר ובכל פלך
 ופלך אין חייבין מית' להרגם

 בידי' שזו מצות עשה הוא
 להם. ועוד קשה לי דהא

 במקום שכם אפשר שהיה שם
 דיינין אלא שלפי שהיה שכם בן

 חמור אדון עליהם לא יכלו
 לשופטו כמו שמצינו בכמה
 (חכמי) [מלכי] ישראל שהיו

 עושים הרע בעיני ה' ולא היו
 הורגי' אותם ישראל.

How would you translate each of their positions to our society?  
Make an argument on behalf of each position, and then ask which one you prefer and why. 
 
III. Biblical Reverberations, Rabbinic Unpacking 
Shim‘on and Levi’s act of political violence has a sequel. How does the following story connect to 
the story of Dinah, Shim‘on, and Levi? How do you evaluate the characters’ actions? 
5. Bemidbar (Numbers), Chapter 25 

 א וַּיֵֶׁ֥שב ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ל ַּבִּׁשִּט֑ים וַּיֶָ֣חל ָהָע֔ם
 ִלְזנֹ֖ות ֶאל־ְּבנֹ֥ות מֹוָֽאב:  ב ַוִּתְקֶר֣אָן
 ָלָע֔ם ְלִזְבֵח֖י ֱאלֵֹהיֶה֑ן וַּיֹ֣אַכל ָהָע֔ם

ן׃  ג וִַּיָּצֶ֥מד ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ל  וַּיְִֽׁשַּתֲחּוּ֖ו לֵֽאלֵֹהיהֶֽ
ל׃  ְלַבַ֣על ְּפעֹ֑ור וַּיִַֽחר ַא֥ף ְיהוָ֖ה ְּבִיְׂשָראֵֽ
 ד וַּיֹ֨אֶמר ְיהוָ֜ה ֶאל מֶֹׁש֗ה ַק֚ח ֶאת ָּכל
 ָראֵׁש֣י ָהָע֔ם ְוהֹוַק֥ע אֹוָת֛ם ַליהוָ֖ה ֶנֶ֣גד

 ַהָּׁשֶ֑מׁש וְָיׁשֹ֛ב ֲחרֹ֥ון ַאף ְיהוָ֖ה
ל׃  ה וַּיֹ֣אֶמר מֶֹׁש֔ה ֶאל ׁשְֹפֵט֖י  ִמִּיְׂשָראֵֽ
 ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל ִהְרגּו֙ ִא֣יׁש ֲאָנָׁש֔יו ַהִּנְצָמִד֖ים

 ְלַבַ֥על ְּפֽעֹור׃  ו ְוִהֵּנ֡ה ִאיׁש֩ ִמְּבֵנ֨י
 ִיְׂשָרֵא֜ל ָּב֗א וַַּיְקֵר֤ב ֶאל ֶאָחיו֙ ֶאת

 ַהִּמְדָינִ֔ית ְלֵעיֵנ֣י מֶֹׁש֔ה ּוְלֵעיֵנ֖י ָּכל־ֲעַד֣ת
 ְּבֵני־ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל ְוֵהָּ֣מה בִֹכ֔ים ֶּפַ֖תח אֶֹ֥הל
ן יְנָחס֙ ֶּבן־ֶאְלָעָז֔ר ּבֶֽ ד׃  ז וַַּיְ֗רא ּפִֽ  מֹועֵֽ
ֵעָד֔ה וִַּיַּק֥ח  ַאֲהרֹ֖ן ַהּכֵֹה֑ן וַּיָָ֙קם֙ ִמּתֹ֣וְך הָֽ

יׁש־ִיְׂשָרֵא֜ל  רַֹ֖מח ְּבָיֽדֹו׃  ח וַָּ֠יבֹא ַאַח֨ר אִֽ
 ֶאל ַהֻּקָּב֗ה וִַּיְדקֹר֙ ֶאת־ְׁשֵניֶה֔ם ֵא֚ת

 ִא֣יׁש ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל ְוֶאת־ָהִאָּׁש֖ה ֶאל ֳקָבָתּ֑ה
ל׃  ט ָעַצר֙ ַהַּמֵּגָפ֔ה ֵמַע֖ל ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָראֵֽ  ַוּתֵֽ

 וִַּיְהיּ֕ו ַהֵּמִת֖ים ַּבַּמֵּגָפ֑ה ַאְרָּבָע֥ה
 ְוֶעְׂשִר֖ים ָֽאֶלף׃ (פ)

 פרשה חדשה

1 And Israel settled in Shittim, and the people began to 
whore themselves with the daughters of Moab. 2 And they 
called the people to the sacrifices of their gods; and the 
people ate and bowed to their gods. 3 And Israel joined 
fast to Ba‘al-Pe‘or; and the anger of YHWH was kindled 
against Israel. 4 And YHWH said unto Moshe: ‘Take all the 
chiefs of the people, and hang them before YHWH in broad 
daylight, so that the kindled anger of YHWH may turn away 
from Israel.’ 5 And Moshe said to the judges of Israel: ‘Kill: 
every one his men that have joined fast to Ba‘al-Pe‘or.’ 6 
And -- LOOK! -- a man from the Israelites came and brought 
near to his brethren a Midianite woman, before Moshe’s 
eyes and before the eyes of the whole Israelite 
congregation, while they were crying at the door of the 
Tent of Meeting. 7 And when Pinchas, the son of El‘azar, 
the son of Aharon the Priest, saw it, he stood up from the 
midst of the congregation, and took a spear in his hand. 8 
And he came after the Israelite man into the chamber, and 
stabbed both of them -- the Israelite man and the woman -- 
through her belly. So the plague was halted from the 
children of Israel. 9 And those that died by the plague were 
24,000.  

New Parasha 
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ר׃  יא  י וְַיַדֵּב֥ר ְיהוָ֖ה ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ה ֵּלאמֹֽ
יְנָח֨ס ֶּבן־ֶאְלָעָז֜ר ֶּבן ַאֲהרֹ֣ן ַהּכֵֹה֗ן  ּפִֽ
 ֵהִׁש֤יב ֶאת ֲחָמִתי֙ ֵמַע֣ל ְּבנֵֽי ִיְׂשָרֵא֔ל

 ְּבַקְנאֹ֥ו ֶאת ִקְנָאִת֖י ְּבתֹוָכ֑ם ְולֹא־ִכִּל֥יִתי
י׃  יב ָלֵכ֖ן ֱאמֹ֑ר  ֶאת ְּבנֵֽי ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ל ְּבִקְנָאתִֽ

 ִהְננִ֨י נֵֹת֥ן לֹ֛ו ֶאת ְּבִריִת֖י ָׁשֽלֹום׃  יג
 ְוָהְ֤יָתה ּלֹו֙ ּוְלַזְרעֹ֣ו ַאֲחָר֔יו ְּבִר֖ית ְּכֻהּנַ֣ת

 עֹוָל֑ם ַּתַ֗חת ֲאֶׁש֤ר ִקֵּנא֙ לֵֽאלָֹה֔יו
ל׃  יד ְוֵׁשם֩ ִא֨יׁש  וְַיַכֵּפ֖ר ַעל־ְּבֵנ֥י ִיְׂשָראֵֽ

 ִיְׂשָרֵא֜ל ַהֻּמֶּכ֗ה ֲאֶׁש֤ר ֻהָּכה֙
 ֶאת־ַהִּמְדָינִ֔ית  ִזְמִר֖י ֶּבן ָסלּ֑וא ְנִׂש֥יא

 בֵֽית־ָא֖ב ַלִּׁשְמעֹנִֽי ׃
ִאָּׁש֧ה ַהֻּמָּכ֛ה ַהִּמְדָינִ֖ית  טו ְוֵׁש֨ם הָֽ

ית ָא֛ב  ָּכְזִּב֣י ַבת־צּ֑ור רֹ֣אׁש ֻאּמֹ֥ות ּבֵֽ
  ְּבִמְדיָ֖ן ֽהּוא׃

10 And YHWH spoke unto Moshe, saying: 11 ‘Pinchas, the 
son of El‘azar, the son of Aharon the Priest, has turned My 
wrath away from the children of Israel, in his zeal for my 
zealotry among them, so that I did not consume the 
children of Israel in My zealotry. 12 Therefore, say: Behold, 
I give him My covenant of peace; 13 and it shall for him and 
for his seed after him, a Covenant of Eternal Priesthood; 
because he was zealous for his God, and atoned for the 
children of Israel.’ 14 Now the name of the man of Israel 
that was slain, who was slain with the Midianite woman, 
was Zimri, the son of Salu, a Chief of a Familial House 
among the Shim‘onites. 15 And the name of the Midianite 
woman who was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Tzur, 
Head of the Peoples of a Familial House in Midian.  

 
How did the Rabbis understand the crux of the problem that Pinchas responded to? 
6. Midrash Sifrei Bemidbar, #131 (3rd Century) 

“And Moshe said to the judges of Israel: ‘Kill: every man 
his men that have joined fast to Ba‘al-Pe‘or’” (Bemidbar 
25:5). 
...Pinchas answered at that moment and said, “Is there no 
one here who is prepared to kill, at risk of being killed?! 
Where are those ‘Lions’ -- ‘Yehuda is a lion cub’ (Bereishit 
49:9); ‘Dan is a lion cub’ (Devarim 33:22)?! He started to 
shout out! When he saw that everyone was silent, he 
stood up from within his court, grabbed his spear, put it 
in his cloak, leaned on his cane and went... 

 "וַּיֹ֣אֶמר מֶֹׁש֔ה ֶאל ׁשְֹפֵט֖י ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ל ִהְרגּו֙
 ִא֣יׁש ֲאָנָׁש֔יו ַהִּנְצָמִד֖ים ְלַבַ֥על ְּפֽעֹור"
 ...נענה פנחס באותה שעה ואמר

 "אין אדם כאן שיהרגו ויהרג?! היכן
 הם אריות? גור אריה יהודה

 (בראשית מט ט) דן גור אריה
 (דברים לג כב). התחיל צווח. כיון

 שראה שהיו הכל שותקים עמד מתוך
 סנהדרי שלו ושמט את הרומח
 והניחה בפונדתו והיה מסתמך

  במקלו והולך.

 
IV. An Appendix for Today: There’s a Riot Goin’ On... 
 
Ta-Nehisi Coates (1975- ), Senior Editor, The Atlantic 
“Non-violence as Compliance”, April 27, 2015 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/04/nonviolence-as-compliance/391640/ 

...Now, tonight, I turn on the news and I see politicians calling for young people in 
Baltimore to remain peaceful and "nonviolent."...But there was no official appeal for calm when 
[Freddie] Gray was being arrested…. 

When nonviolence is preached as an attempt to evade the repercussions of political 
brutality, it betrays itself. When nonviolence begins halfway through the war with the aggressor 
calling time out, it exposes itself as a ruse. When nonviolence is preached by the 
representatives of the state, while the state doles out heaps of violence to its citizens, it reveals 
itself to be a con. And none of this can mean that rioting or violence is "correct" or "wise," any 
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more than a forest fire can be "correct" or "wise." Wisdom isn't the point tonight. Disrespect is. 
In this case, disrespect for the hollow law and failed order that so regularly disrespects the 
community. 
 
Ta-Nehisi Coates 
“The Near Certainty of Anti-Police Violence”, July 12, 2016 
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/07/the-near-certainty-of-anti-police-violenc
e/490541/ 

...Last week, 25-year-old Micah Xavier Johnson murdered five police officers in Dallas. 
This abhorrent act of political extremism cannot be divorced from American history—recent or 
old. In black communities, the police departments have only enjoyed a kind of quasi-legitimacy. 
That is because wanton discrimination is definitional to the black experience, and very often it 
is law enforcement which implements that discrimination with violence. A community 
consistently subjected to violent discrimination under the law will lose respect for it, and act 
beyond it. When such actions stretch to mass murder it is horrific. But it is also predictable. 

To understand the lack of police legitimacy in black communities, consider the contempt 
in which most white Americans hold O.J. Simpson. Consider their feelings toward the judge and 
jury in the case. And then consider that this is approximately how black people have felt every 
few months for generations. It’s not just that the belief that Officer Timothy Loehmann got 
away with murdering a 12-year-old Tamir Rice, it is the reality that police officers have been 
getting away with murdering black people since the advent of American policing. The injustice 
compounds, congeals until there is an almost tangible sense of dread and grievance that 
compels a community to understand the police as objects of fear, not respect. 

What does it mean, for instance, that black children are ritually told that any stray 
movement in the face of the police might result in their own legal killing? When Eric Holder 
spoke about getting “The Talk” from his father, and then giving it to his own son, many of us 
nodded our heads. But many more of us were terrified. When the nation’s top cop must warn 
his children to be skeptical of his own troops, how legitimate can the police actually be? 

And it is not as if Holder is imagining things. When the law shoots down 12-year-old 
children, or beats down old women on traffic islands, or chokes people to death over 
cigarettes; when the law shoots people over compact discs, traffic stops, drivers’ licenses, loud 
conversation, or car trouble; when the law auctions off its monopoly on lethal violence to 
bemused civilians, when these civilians then kill, and when their victims are mocked in their 
death throes; when people stand up to defend police as officers of the state, and when these 
defenders are killed by these very same officers; when much of this is recorded, uploaded, 
live-streamed, tweeted, and broadcast; and when government seems powerless, or unwilling, 
to stop any of it, then it ceases, in the eyes of citizens, to be any sort of respectable law at all. It 
simply becomes “force.” 
In the black community, it’s the force they deploy, and not any higher American ideal, that gives 
police their power. This is obviously dangerous for those who are policed. Less appreciated is 
the danger illegitimacy ultimately poses to those who must do the policing. For if the law 
represents nothing but the greatest force, then it really is indistinguishable from any other 
street gang. And if the law is nothing but a gang, then it is certain that someone will resort to 
the kind of justice typically meted out to all other powers in the street. 
… 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srXPPpPADb8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shooting_of_Tamir_Rice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shooting_of_Tamir_Rice
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eciO9EfktRQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Eric_Garner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Eric_Garner
http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/06/us/baton-rouge-shooting-alton-sterling/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/07/07/us/falcon-heights-shooting-minnesota/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBUUO_VFYMs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shooting_of_Rekia_Boyd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shooting_of_Rekia_Boyd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shooting_of_Corey_Jones
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/04/27/pay-to-play-cop-bob-bates-found-guilty-in-fatal-shooting-of-black-man.html
https://news.vice.com/article/video-shows-cop-yell-fuck-your-breath-at-man-wounded-by-shooting-deputy-claims-was-accidental
https://news.vice.com/article/video-shows-cop-yell-fuck-your-breath-at-man-wounded-by-shooting-deputy-claims-was-accidental
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/25/us/atlanta-police-shooting-victim-tried-to-live-a-life-that-mattered.html


 

There is no shortcut out. Sanctimonious cries of nonviolence will not help. “Retraining” 
can only do so much. Until we move to the broader question of policy, we can expect to see 
Walter Scotts and Freddie Grays with some regularity. And the extent to which we are tolerant 
of the possibility of more Walter Scotts and Freddie Grays is the extent to which we are tolerant 
of the possibility of more Micah Xavier Johnsons. 
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