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Midrash Tanchuma, Tazri’a 5: 

It once happened that the evil Turnus Rufus asked 
Rabbi Akiva, "which are the greater works, those of 
the Holy One Blessed is He or those of flesh and 
blood?" He said to him, "Those of flesh and blood are 
greater." Turnus Rufus said, "But the Heavens and 
Earth — is Man able to make such as those?" Rabbi 
Akiva said to him, "Don't speak to me about 
something which is beyond Man, which he has no 
mastery over, rather speak of things which are found 
among people."  
 

 תאֶ עשָׁרָהָ סוּפוּרסְוּנרְוּט לאַשָּׁשֶׁ השֶׂעֲמַ
 לשֶׁ ,םיאִָנ םישִׂעֲמַ וֹזיאֵ ,אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ
  ?םדָָו רשָׂבָּ לשֶׁ וֹא אוּה Cוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ
  .םיאִָנ םדָָו רשָׂבָּ לשֶׁ :וֹל רמַאָ
 םִימַשָּׁהַ ירֵהֲ ,סוּפוּרסְוּנרְוּט וֹל רמַאָ
  ?םהֶבָּ אצֵוֹיּכַּ תוֹשׂעֲלַ םדָאָ לֹכָי ,ץרֶאָהְָו

 רבָדָבְּ ילִ רמַאֹתּ אO ,אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ וֹל רמַאָ
 ןיטִלְוֹשׁ ןיאֵשֶׁ תוֹיּרִבְּהַ ןמִ הלָעְמַלְ אוּהשֶׁ
 יֵנבְבִּ ןיִיוּצמְ םהֵשֶׁ םירִבָדְּ רֹמאֱ אלָּאֶ ,וילָעָ
  .םדָאָ

 

He said, "Why do you circumcise?" He replied, "I knew 
you were going to ask me about that, which is why I 
started by telling you that the works of Man are 
better than the works of the Holy One Blessed is He."  
Rabbi Akiva brought him stalks [of grain] and loaves 
[of bread]. He said to him, "These are the works of the 
Holy One Blessed is He, and these are the works of 
Man." He said, "Those are no better than than the 
stalks.'  
 

  ?ןילִוּמ םתֶּאַ המָּלָ :וֹל רמַאָ
 הזֶ רבָדָּ לעַשֶׁ עַדֵוֹי יתִיִיהָ יִנאֲ :וֹל רמַאָ
 ,Vלְ יתִּרְמַאְָו יתִּמְדַּקְהִ Cכָלְוּ ,יִנלֵאֲוֹשׁ התָּאַ
 שׁוֹדקָּהַ לשֶּׁמִ םיאִָנ םדָאָ יֵנבְּ השֵׂעֲמַּשֶׁ
  .אוּה Cוּרבָּ
  ,תוֹאקָסְלֻגְוּ םילִבֳּשִׁ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ וֹל איבִהֵ
 ,אוּה Cוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ השֶׂעֲמַ וּלּאֵ :וֹל רמַאָ
 וּלּאֵ ןיאֵ :וֹל רמַאָ .םדָאָ ידְֵי השֶׂעֲמַ וּלּאְֵו
  ?םילִבֳּשִּׁהַ ןמִ רתֵוֹי םיאִָנ

Turnus Rufus [then] said to him, "If He wants 
circumcision, why does the infant not emerge 
circumcised from his mother's womb?" Rabbi Akiva 
said to him ,"And why does his umbilical chord 
emerge with him, [so] he hangs from the belly, and 
his mother [has to] cut it? And this that you said 'Why 
doesn't he emerge circumcised?', [the reason is] 
because the Holy One Blessed is He gave the Israel the 
commandments only in order to refine them [Israel] 
through them [the commandments]. And that's why 
David said (Psalms 18:31) (all) 'the word of the LORD 
is refined.'" 

 ץפֵחָ אוּה םאִ ,סוּפוּרסְוּנרְוּט וֹל רמַאָ
 יעֵמְּמִ לוּהמָ דלָוָּהַ אצֵוֹי וֹניאֵ המָּלָ ,הלָימִּבַּ
  ?וֹמּאִ
 אצֵוֹי וֹררְוֹשׁ המָּלְָו ,אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ וֹל רמַאָ
 המַוּ ?וֹכתְוֹח וֹמּאְִו וֹנטְבִבְּ יוּלתָּ אוּהְו וֹמּעִ
 יפִלְ ,לוּהמָ אצֵוֹי וֹניאֵ המָּלָ רמֵוֹא התָּאַשֶׁ
 תוֹצְמִּהַ תאֶ אוּה Cוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ ןתַָנ א]שֶׁ
 Cכָלְוּ .םהֶבָּ םתָוֹא ףרֵצָלְ אלָּאֶ לאֵרָשְִׂילְ
 םילהת( "הפָוּרצְ 'ה תרַמְאִ" ,דִודָּ רמַאָ
.)אל ,חי   
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

*******  

 



Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 156:b 

And from that which transpired to Rabbi Akiva as well it 
can be derived that there is no constellation for the 
Jewish people, as  
Rabbi Akiva had a daughter, and the Chaldean told him 
that on the same day that she enters the wedding 
canopy, a snake will bite her and she will die.  
He was very worried about this.  
 

 ןיא ימנ )אביקע יבר ירבדמו( ע"רדמו
  לארשיל לזמ
 היל איוה )אביקע יברד( ע"רד
  .אתרב
 הלייעד אמוי אוהה :יאדלכ היל ירמא
  .אתימו איויח הל קירט ,אננג יבל
  .אבוט אתלימא אגיאד הוה
 

On that day, she took the ornamental pin from her hair 
and stuck it in the wall for safekeeping.  
It happened that it entered into the eye of the snake.  
In the morning, when she took it, the snake was pulled 
and came out with it. 
 

 אתצד אתנבכמל התלקש אמוי אוהה
  אדוגב
  איויחד היניעב ביתיא ימרתיא
 אק הוה הל הלקש אק יכ ארפצל
הרתב איויח יתאו ךירס  
 

Her father Rabbi Akiva said to her: What did you do?  
 
She told him: In the evening a poor person came and 
knocked on the door, and everyone was preoccupied 
with the feast and nobody heard him.  
 
I stood and took my portion that you had given me and 
gave it to him.  

  ?תדבע יאמ הובא הל רמא
 

 ארק אינע אתא אינפב היל הרמא
 אמלע ילוכ ידירט ווהו אבבא
  היעמשד אכילו אתדועסב

 
 יל תיבהיד יאנתסירל יתלקש אנמיאק
  הילהינ היתבהי

 
Rabbi Akiva said to her: You performed a mitzva, and 
you were saved in its merit.  
Rabbi Akiva went out and taught based on this incident 
that even though it is written: “And charity will save 
from death” (Proverbs 10:2), it does not mean that it will 
save a person only from an unusual death, but even 
from death itself. 

!תדבע הוצמ ,הל רמא  
 

 "תוממ ליצת הקדצו" שרדו ע"ר קפנ
 התיממ אלו )ד,אי ילשמ :ב,י ילשמ(
   .המצע התיממ אלא הנושמ

 

 

 


